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1. DESCRIPTION

Offensive and inappropriate content can be made up of a wide variety of material found on the internet, 
tv, radio, music, gaming, literature etc. For the purpose of this guide, the definition refers to content that 
is easily accessible online and on social media platforms.

Offensive and inappropriate content may, in some cases, refer to pornography. Being exposed to such 
material could result in the underaged viewing others as objects. Overall, pornography may be addictive 
and negatively change one’s behaviour; it exposes the underaged to a world of actions they are not 
yet mature enough for. Pornography influences underaged individuals to take part in activities that are 
inappropriate and illegal. This includes taking nude pictures, taking part in sexual acts, and so forth.

These days, most criminal behaviour and acts have been normalised. As a result, it is easier to access 
and view inappropriate and offensive content on social media, such as; videos of murder, rape, sex 
tapes, and sinister rituals. Viewing such content has, in some cases, influenced the would-be offenders 
to commit a crime with the hopes of not getting caught.

Offensive and inappropriate content can have a lasting impact on underaged individuals. As a result, 
they must be protected from such content. The entertainment industry has taken precautions to help 
combat this matter. Such precautions include rating movies and games and labelling music that has 
explicit content. Parents and caregivers should be aware of what their children are viewing at all times. 
This will include social matters that sometimes go unnoticed, such as indoctrination, propaganda, and 
racist material. Every parent and caregiver have to ensure that underaged individuals are not robbed 
of their innocence in any way.
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2. STORY TIME

In 1978 a movie that contained brutal scenes of real people caught on tape dying was released. 
The movie featured a collection of videos where people died in plane crashes and executions. There 
are videos featured in the movie where real human autopsies are performed and people smearing 
themselves in the blood of the dead. In 1986 a 14-year-old boy killed his classmate in a nearby forest 
with a baseball bat, beating him to death after seeing the movie. He left the body there for three weeks 
and would invite some of his friends to come and view the body now and then. He was sentenced to 
life in prison (The Guardian, 2018).

In 2019 a 17-year-old boy raped and murdered a 14-year-old girl. The news report that the boy met the 
young girl on social media and lured her into a nearby park. He then carried out his attack. It has been 
proven that the boy watched pornography before the meeting. He left her body on a bench and threw 
her phone in the lake. He was sentenced to life in prison, with the condition that he should serve 19 
years behind bars (BirmighamLive, 2019).

In 2013 a boy drowned in Thailand after he and his friends enacted a movie scene from a movie they 
had previously seen. The young men were working on a nearby orchard. When lunchtime came, they 
decided to take a boat a paddle through a nearby pond. The boat, unbeknownst to them, had a leak 
that resulted in his death (The Phuket News, 2013).
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3. HOW TO SPOT OFFENSIVE AND INAPPROPRIATE    
 CONTENT

Offensive content will sometimes be blurred or blocked by most social media platforms. However, 
there are some videos, songs, and articles that may escape the censoring. Most production houses 
will label their content as PG followed by the appropriate viewing age. The adult movies will be labelled 
accordingly. Parents, caregivers, and the public should be aware of the footage that is not produced by 
production houses but rather shot by smartphones. This footage is sometimes used as an exhibition in 
a court case, dashcam footage, etc.

In some cases, the media has been known to make something brutal and cruel go viral. As a result, 
this footage may find its way into people’s daily status updates for easy viewing. This type of footage is 
something that parents and caregivers should be on the lookout for.

Music record companies usually label the albums and singles with the “explicit” tag so that the listener 
can anticipate some explicit language on the content. However, in some instances, the violent lyrics 
go unnoticed. The vulgar language used in some music may have a detrimental effect on the listeners, 
especially the underaged. Today it has become normal for some artists to sing about females in the 
most degrading way. As a result, it is nearly impossible to find one hip-hop or rap song that does not 
include vulgar language. Parents and caregivers should always ensure that their children listen to 
artists they have approved as safe to minimise this challenge.

If you are unsure about the nature of the content, do a review search on the internet about a particular 
piece before allowing children to watch it. Individuals who have seen it will normally give a review and 
rate the content. Social media platforms provide the report abuse options and inform the platform not 
to show or suggest certain content.
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4. HOW TO PROTECT AGAINST OFFENSIVE AND 
INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

• Report the content to the social media platform it is provided or advertised on.

• Implement parental guidance on television shows and music.

• Install child monitoring software to know better what your child is watching and listening to.

• Blacklist the offensive and inappropriate sites on the home networks, computers, and mobile 
phones.

• Report sex offenders to the South African Police Services.

• Report any signs of sextortion to https://alertafrica.com/report/. 

• Remember that even with such measures in place, some children still find ways around them. 
It is advised to talk to your child and educate them on the topic.


